
Joint Good Friday Worship
Calvary, Gateway, New Life

April 19, 2019

Welcome…..……………………………………..Alyssa LaRocque
Worship in Song……………..…………..……Joint Worship Team
Interlude
Message :“Jesus, Innocent”……...……....……..Pastor Sean Angel
Interlude
Message: “The Redemption of the Blood”...Pastor Phil Tomassetti
Interlude
Message: “Good News for You”………...….…..Pastor Ben Emery
Closing Songs…………………………………Joint Worship Team
Closing Prayer

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Our preachers this morning are: Pastor Sean Angel from New Life
Pentecostal; Pastor Phil Tomassetti from Gateway Worship Centre;
and Pastor Ben Emery from Calvary Gravenhurst.

Our Worship Team is composed of: Rick Barnes on guitar/vocals
(from New Life); Pete Foley on guitar/vocals and Phil Tomassetti
on bass (from Gateway); and Alyssa LaRocque on keyboard/vocals
and Jeanette Leach on vocals (from Calvary).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AFTER THE SERVICE

Please join us downstairs after the service today to enjoy some
fellowship and hot cross buns!

Why We Call the Worst Friday “Good”

It was the single most horrible day in the history of the world.

No suffering has ever been so unfitting. No human has ever been
so  unjustly  treated,  because  no  other  human  has  ever  been  so
worthy of praise. No one else has ever lived without sin. No other
human  has  ever  been  God  himself.  No  horror  surpasses  what
transpired on a hill outside Jerusalem almost two millennia ago.

And yet we call it “Good” Friday.

God Meant It for Good

God was at work, doing his greatest good in our most horrible evil.
Over and in  and beneath the spiraling evil  of Judas,  the Jewish
leaders, Pilate, the people, and all forgiven sinners, God’s hand is
steady, never to blame for evil, ever working it for our final good.
As Peter would soon preach, Jesus was “delivered up according to
the definite plan and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). And as
the early Christians would pray, “Herod and Pontius Pilate, along
with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,  [did] whatever your
hand and your plan had predestined to take place” (Acts 4:27-28).

Never has Joseph’s banner flown so truly as it  did on that day:
“what man meant for evil, God meant for good” (Genesis 50:20)
And  if  this  day,  of  all  days,  bears  not  only  the  fingerprints  of
sinners for evil, but also the sovereign hand of God for good, how
can we not fly Joseph’s banner over the great tragedies and horrors
of  our  lives?  Since  God  himself  “did  not  spare  his  own  Son
but gave him up  for us all, how will he not with him graciously
give us all things” for our everlasting good (Romans 8:32)?

God wrote “good” on the single worst  day in the history of the
world.  And  there  is  not  one  day  —  or  week,  month,  year,  or
lifetime of suffering — not one trauma, not one loss, not one pain,
momentary or chronic, over which God cannot write “good” for
you in Christ Jesus.

Satan and sinful man meant that Friday for evil, but God meant it
for good, and so we call it Good Friday.

David Mathis (@davidcmathis) is executive editor for desiringGod.org 
and pastor at Cities Church in Minneapolis/St. Paul. 

https://www.desiringgod.org/authors/david-mathis
http://www.citieschurch.com/
https://twitter.com/davidcmathis
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