
“A Biblical Budget”

1) A Written Zero-Based Budget - Luke 14:28 – The zero-based budget must be written out by you 
monthly. As income or expenses change, so must your budget. Zero-based means everything gets 
allotted into a category and deducted from the income until zero remains. This is intentionally telling the 
money what it’s going to do.

2) A Spirit of Generosity (Tithing) – Malachi 3:6-12, Proverbs 3:9-10,Acts 5:1-10, Mark 12:41-44, 2 
Corinthians 9:6-7  – If you’re a bible believing Christian you cannot justify not giving back to God. 

3) Pay for the Essentials - 1 Timothy 5:8 – After giving back to God all your essentials come out of your 
income. Food, Shelter, Clothes, hydro, taxes, fuel, insurance, child care, medical are some of the 
essentials and must be allotted for. TV, internet, cell phones, Tim’s coffee, smokes, dollar store items are 
NOT essential, but are luxuries and come into effect when everything else is covered.

4) Pay off Debt - Proverbs 22:7, Romans 8:13, Romans 13:7, Proverbs 22:26-27, Psalm 37:21 – Debt is a 
trap. The bible has nothing good to say about debt. Consumer debt or deprecating debt is when you 
borrow money to buy stuff that is losing its value. This is bad debt and keeps a person forever paying 
interest on stuff that’s losing them its value. The only acceptable debt is appreciating debt. Borrowing 
money to buy a house or start a business. This is borrowing money to gain more money, but be careful 
that you don’t borrow to much money or at too high an interest rate. Pay it off as fast as possible so that 
you can stop paying interest and put that money towards something beneficial.

5) Share – Acts 2:42-27, Ephesians 4:28, Hebrews 13:16, Proverbs 19:17, Proverbs 11:24-25, James 2:14-
18 – We are called to share with those in need. First, to make sure our family’s needs are taken care of, 
second, to help other Christians in genuine need and third to help un-believers in genuine need.

6) Save -Proverbs 21:20, Genesis 41, Proverbs 21:5, Proverbs 13:11, Proverbs 10:4-5, Proverbs 13:22 -  
When you don’t save for things like car repairs, new vehicle, house, Christmas gifts, vacation, children’s 
education then you leave yourself to borrow money. Then you pay interest on the debt and have even 
less to spend, then you borrow more to get by. Then you have nothing to share with others because 
your broke and you become a burden on others.

7) Enjoy – Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 – Our culture says spend first on pleasure and worry about how to pay 
for it later. But if you forgo spending too much on enjoyment when your younger then when you older 
you will be able to enjoy life without going into debt. Once you have taken care of giving back to God, 
paying for the essentials, paying off debt, sharing and saving then put some towards enjoyment. 



Example Budget

Income

Pay                   $3,570.00

child tax           $900.00

Spending

Rent/mortgage $900.00

Tithe               $400.00

Hydro               $200.00

Heat               $200.00

Church Plant overseas $66.00

Cell Phones $112.00

car insurance $186.00

house insurance $117.00

Teen Challenge $35.00

Compassion child sponsor $82.00

gas                $420.00

Internet $100.00

Day Care $105.00

Groceries $650.00

Hair Cuts $60.00

Vehicle repairs   $250.00

Dentist                $25.00

Gifts               $141.00

Entertainment $100.00

Taxes               $200.00

Saving               $121.00

Total left             $0


