
The Transforming Power Of The 
Gospel 
Galatians 1:11-24



Galatians 1:11-14

 For I would have you know, brothers, that the 
gospel that was preached by me is not man's 
gospel. 12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor 
was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation 
of Jesus Christ. 13 For you have heard of my former 
life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God 
violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was 
advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age 
among my people, so extremely zealous was I 
for the traditions of my fathers.



Galatians 1:15-17

15 But when he who had set me apart before I 
was born, and who called me by his 
grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son in me, in 
order that I might preach him among the 
Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with 
anyone;17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those 
who were apostles before me, but I went away 
into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.



Galatians 1:18-24

18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit 
Cephas and remained with him fifteen days. 19 But I 
saw none of the other apostles except James the 
Lord's brother. 20 (In what I am writing to you, before 
God, I do not lie!) 21 Then I went into the regions of 
Syria and Cilicia. 22 And I was still unknown in person 
to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. 23 They only 
were hearing it said, “He who used to persecute us is 
now preaching the faith he once tried to 
destroy.” 24 And they glorified God because of me.



The Gospel Is Not A Human 
Gospel 
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Galatians 1:15-17

15 But when he who had set me apart before I 
was born, and who called me by his 
grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son in me, in 
order that I might preach him among the 
Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with 
anyone;17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those 
who were apostles before me, but I went away 
into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.



Ephesians 1:3-14

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him 
before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless 
before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons and daughters through 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of 
the glory of His grace, with which He favored us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we 
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our wrongdoings, according 
to the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and 
insight 9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure 
which He set forth in Him, 10 regarding His plan of the fullness of the times, to bring all 
things together in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. 11 In Him we 
also have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose 
of Him who works all things in accordance with the plan of His will, 12 to the end 
that we who were the first to hope in the Christ would be to the praise of His 
glory. 13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of the 
promise, 14 who is a first installment of our inheritance, in regard to the redemption 
of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.
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15 But when he who had set me apart before I 
was born, and who called me by his 
grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son in me, in 
order that I might preach him among the 
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who were apostles before me, but I went away 
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Jeremiah 1:5 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, And before you were born I 
consecrated you; I have appointed you 
as a prophet to the nations.”
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Galatians 1:18-24

18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit 
Cephas and remained with him fifteen days. 19 But I saw 
none of the other apostles except James the Lord's 
brother. 20 (In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not 
lie!) 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22 And 
I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea 
that are in Christ. 23 They only were hearing it said, “He who 
used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once 
tried to destroy.” 24 And they glorified God because of me.



Douglas J. Moo

“Rather, Paul concentrates on his 
relationship (or lack thereof) with the 
distant churches in Judea. The point is 
clear enough: during all of these years, 
Paul felt no need to stay in Jerusalem and 
learn about the gospel. He pursued a 
ministry in other regions for which in fact, 
Christians in Judea gave glory to God.” 



The Transforming Power Of The 
Gospel 



Galatians 1:11-14

 For I would have you know, brothers, that the 
gospel that was preached by me is not man's 
gospel. 12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor 
was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation 
of Jesus Christ. 13 For you have heard of my former 
life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God 
violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was 
advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age 
among my people, so extremely zealous was I 
for the traditions of my fathers.



Galatians 1:12-17

12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I 
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For you have 
heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church 
of God violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was advancing 
in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so 
extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But 
when he who had set me apart before I was born, and 
who called me by his grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son 
in me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did 
not immediately consult with anyone;17 nor did I go up to 
Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went 
away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.



Your Transformed Position 
Because Of The Gospel 



Galatians 1:15-17

15 But when he who had set me apart before I 
was born, and who called me by his 
grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son in me, in 
order that I might preach him among the 
Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with 
anyone;17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those 
who were apostles before me, but I went away 
into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.


