
Pride: A Deadly Sin 
Proverbs 16:18





Outline

1. What is pride? 


2. What does pride look like? 


3. Why does God detest pride? 


4. What does God want to see in our lives instead? 



What is Pride? 

Pride: the quality of having an excessively high opinion of 
oneself or one's importance.



–C.J. Mahaney

“Pride is when sinful human beings aspire to the 
status and position of God and refuse to 

acknowledge their dependence upon Him.” 



–Unknown Author 

“Pride is the lie that we were made to be 
worshiped. The gospel is the truth that we were 

made to worship.” 



2 Categories of Pride

1. Pride that keeps you from the eternal presence of God 


2. Pride that poisons your life as a believer 



Example of Pride

• King Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4)



–James 4:6 

But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture 
says: “God opposes the proud but shows favour to 

the humble” 



–Isaiah 2:12

“The LORD Almighty has a day in store for all the 
proud and lofty, for all that is exalted (and they will 

be humbled)” 



–Proverbs 8:13 

“To fear the LORD is to hate evil; I hate pride and 
arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech.” 



–Proverbs 11:2 

“When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with 
humility comes wisdom.” 



–Proverbs 16:19

“Better to be lowly in spirit along with the 
oppressed than to share plunder with the proud.” 



–Proverbs 26:12 

“Do you see a person wise in their own eyes? There 
is more hope for a fool than for them.” 



Why Does God Detest 
Pride? 

• It does not acknowledge what God has done for us 


• It seeks to remove God from his proper position 


• Pride steals the Glory of God 


• Pride is practical atheism - Psalm 10:3-4



How Much Pride Are You 
Living With?  

If you would take the time to excavate your sin, beneath it 
all you would discover the rotting bones of pride and 

arrogance.

- Sam Storms 



–Proverbs 16:18

“Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit 
before a fall.” 



Check Yourself 

1. Fault Finding


2. A Harsh Spirit 


3. Superficiality 


4. Defensiveness



Check Yourself 

5.  Presumption before God 


6.  Desperation for Attention


7.  Neglecting Others 




How should we live? 

• Fight Pride 


• Live lives of humility (Philippians 2) 


• Continue to encourage each other in Christ (1 
Thessalonians 5:11)


